
WILSON TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

A meeting of the Wilson Township Planning Commission was held on November 4, 2020 at the 

Township Hall on BC/EJ Road, Wilson Township, Charlevoix County. 

 

Meeting Attendance:  Roll call of Planning Commission members present:  John Mathers, Mel 

Nowland, Mark Wuerth, Aaron Nordman, Norm Vogt, Guy White and Ray Guzniczak.  Other 

township officials present: Scott McPherson.  Citizen guests: Rob Turner, Josh (last name 

unreadable), Derrick (last name unreadable), and Roger Reynolds. 

 

Call to Order:  Chairman John Mathers called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

 

Minutes:  Motion made by Ray Guzniczak support by Mel Nowland, to approve as presented the 

minutes of the October 7, 2020.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Agenda Amendment: Consideration of the Planning Commission 2021 meeting calendar added 

as New Business item 1. 

 

Citizens Comments on Non-Agenda Items: None 

 

New Business 

 

1. 2021 Planning Commission regular meetings to be scheduled for the 1rst Wednesday of 

the month at 6pm. Motion made by Mark Wuerth support by   Mel Nowland to adopt the 

2021 meeting calendar as proposed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

2. Special Use Permit Public Hearing for outdoor vehicle display at 1420 M-75. Applicant 

Brook Walsh was not present. Chairmen Mathers opened public hearing at 6:08 pm.  

Roger Reynolds stated that as the property applicant was not present so he should start 

the process over. Public hearing closed at 6:09. Motion made by Mel Nowland                          

support by Ray Guzniczak to postpone the review of the SUP for 1420 M-75 until the 

next available meeting, and direct staff to notify public in attendance when the issue is 

brought back to the Planning Commission. All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Preliminary Review of zoning change for 1483 BC/EJ Rd.  Planning Commission 

Members Guy White and Aaron Nordman cited a conflict of interest with the request as 

Mr. White is the property owner Mr. Nordman’s company is under contract with Mr. 

White to develop a plan for the property. They both excused themselves from the table 

and participated in the presentation to the Planning Commission. Planning Director 

McPherson reviewed the request and stated that an incomplete and invalid application for 

resource extraction with a cement plant was received from the property owner. Upon 

notification of that the application was incomplete and invalid a request was submitted 

for a preliminary review by the Planning Commission to consider changing the zoning of 

the property from Resource Development Agricultural District to Industrial District to 

allow the use of a cement redi-mix plant with the proposed gravel extraction.  Rob Turner 

from SRM concrete indicated that the use of a cement redi-mix plant is consistent with 

the activities of a gravel pit and would reduce the truck traffic from the site. The plant is 

portable and relatively small and could be effectively screened. The use of the property 



just for a gravel pit and requiring to haul the material to a cement plant off site is not cost 

effective and would make it difficult to justify the cost of acquiring the property. The 

Planning Commission discussed the following facts of the proposal. 

 

• The property is currently zoned RDA, a zoning change to Industrial is not 

consistent with the future land use plan or the master plan goals. 

 

• A previous preliminary review in 2018 of a proposal to change the zoning of the 

property to Industrial was not supported by the Planning Commission. 

 

• The ordinance specifically prohibits cement plants as an accessory use to a gravel 

pit. 

 

• A community survey completed in 2019 showed the public was not in favor of 

changing the area to Industrial. 

 

• Approving a zoning change to permit a use not consistent with master plan goals 

or the future land use plan would establish a precedent for future zoning change 

requests.  

 

Given these facts the Planning Commission was unanimously not supportive of the 

proposal. 

  

Planner and Zoning Administrator Report: Planning Director McPherson noted that with the 

dramatic increase in Covid-19 cases in the State and region the Planning Commission should 

establish a plan to hold electronic meetings. The planning commission was supportive of the idea 

with some concerns about technology limitations.  

 

Good of the Order: Guy White brought up traffic and safety concerns regarding the rubbish 

collection day at the Township Hall. 

 

With no further business to come before the Wilson Township Planning Commission, Mel 

Nowland moved, support by Ray Guzniczak to adjourn at 7:10 PM. 

 

The next scheduled meeting of the Wilson Township planning Commission will be held on 

December 2, 2020 at 6:00 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

_________________________________  ___________________________ 

Scott McPherson     Mel Nowland, Secretary 


